Should readmission within 30 days after discharge of children hospitalized for a neurologic disorder be considered a quality assurance failure?
The Affordable Care Act penalizes hospitals with high readmission rates. Children's hospitals are not yet among these hospitals, although that is likely to change. Because chronic neurologic conditions represent a sizable proportion of all children's hospitals costs, and because some/many of the readmissions might not be easily prevented, children's hospitals and neurologists who care for children might be inappropriately penalized for some readmissions. We encourage more study to identify the correlates of readmission of children who have a neurologic disorder.